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In the House of Commons to-day, civil liberties were
debated, and it was generally said by members of all parties
that the present methods of maintaining order at public meet-
ings needed revision. One speaker said that during the war
there had been serious lawlessness in London, and there was an
outcry in the Press to speed up the Metropolitan Police Force
and make it more efficient. As a result they had had a series of
very efficient Chiefs of Police, all of whom aimed at reorganisa-
tion of the police service. No doubt there had been a clean-up,
but in aiming at efficiency there was a real danger of losing the
traditional character of the force and of making it more military.
The police were accused of siding with the Fascists in the East
End. Mr. A. P. Herbert said that he would never be drawn by
any political party whose avowed intention it was to wear
underclothes of a particular colour. As between black shirts
and red shirts, he was among those who cried, "A plague on
both your blouses!" He asked the Home Secretary whether he
would give instructions that ejections from public meetings
should only be made by the police, and, referring to what hap-
pened at a typical Fascist meeting, he said the speaker started
by issuing threats that anyone who interrupted would be thrown
out, and there were present numbers of menacing uniformed
men drilled in the technique of violence, if interruptions oc-
curred. At a signal, or without a signal, some wretched under-
graduate or worker would be seized by about ten of these
trained ruffians—some, he was informed, with knuckle-dusters
and chains round their wrists—and hurled out to the accom-
paniment of rabbit-punches and kicks in the regions of the
liver, kidneys, or any other organs of which these gentlemen
might happen to be aware. He did not wish to dignify the in-
dividual whose name was in everybody's mind by passing
special legislation, but would it not be possible for the existing
law to show that by training these men to do these things that
individual was chargeable with the indictable misdemeanour of
unlawful assembly or illegal conspiracy?
addis ababa
General Graziani has issued a decree that all wireless stations
in Addis Ababa other than that belonging to the Govern-
ment must close down. The Italian wireless will henceforth
be the sole means of transmission of public and private
messages.

